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Mark Your Calendar
NVSPS Meetings and Events

November 2016

Commander Sends….
CDR Frederick D. Zugay, JN
As we approach the middle of fall, now is the time to

November 2016
9

General Membership Meeting
1900—2100 BoatUS Headquarters

30

Executive Committee Meeting
1930-2100 BoatUS Headquarters

December 2016
No General membership Meeting
3

Holiday Dinner and Dance Party
1800—2300 P.J. Skidoos, Fairfax, VA

January 2017
11 General Membership Meeting
25 Executive Committee Meeting
1930-2100 BoatUS Headquarters

enjoy the cooler weather and take your final boating trips
of the year. With the leaves coming into their full fall
colors, it adds a pleasant sight as you cruise around the
local waterways. It is also a good time to start planning
the winterizing of your boat. Whether that just means
filling out a form at your marina to get the work done (as
in my case), or gathering all the materials needed for a do
-it-yourself job, proper planning makes the task easier.
The squadron had its annual Oktoberfest event on
Saturday, October 15th at the Fairfax Yacht Club.
Seventeen members gathered for a short General
Meeting followed by good food (Cathy’s Rum Balls), good
company, and of course the Commander’s Locker. Our
VSC Inspectors, P/C Gale Alls, SN and Lt/C Dave Hinkins, S
were on hand to perform inspections on boats at the
Yacht Club. A special surprise was the attendance of our
Lt/C Kim-Kwok Chu, S and his wife Ying. It was great to
see them both, with Kim taking his pictures as usual.
At the September meeting, we had the pleasure of
hearing David A. Guillaudeu’s presentation on the history
of the Washington and Old Dominion Railroad.
Continued on Page 3
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Bridge Officers

Scheduled Meetings:
Unless otherwise noted, the General Membership Meetings will
be held at the BoatUS™ Headquarters facility at 1900. on the
second Wednesday of each month except for the months of
August and December. Any changes will be posted in this
newsletter or on the Squadron website.

COMMANDER
CDR Frederick D. Zugay, JN
703-815-1954
eaglebs271@cox.net
EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Lt/C Sean Gallagher, JN
703-548-5851
hawk-eye@earthlink.net

BoatUS Headquarters meeting location:
880 South Pickett Street, Alexandria VA 22304
From Capital Beltway, take the VA-613/ Van Dorn St exit number
173, towards Franconia. Turn left onto S. Van Dorn St / VA-613
North. Turn left onto S. Pickett St. Go less than .5 miles and turn
in at first the BoatUS™ sign and go to the lighted parking lot in
rear. Proceed to the entrance. Press buzzer to request entry.

EDUCATION OFFICER
Lt/C Ed Phillips, AP
703-771-7096
education@nvsps.org
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
Lt/C Kim-Kwok Chu, S
703-280-4848
admin@nvsps.org



The Ensign Spring 2017 Nautical Delights
Photo Contest deadline is 31 December
2016. Open to USPS members and
subscribers of The Ensign. Winning photos will be
featured in the Spring 20107 of The Ensign. See details
at http://theensign.org/photocontest



Submit Photos to display at the 50th Anniversary
Celebration. Contact John Karjala, 703-818-8676,
JGKarjala@verizon.net

SECRETARY
Lt/C Mary-Jane Hinkins
303-349-0106
secretary@nvsps.org
TREASURER
Lt/C David Hinkins, S
303-349-3000
treasurer@nvsps.org
MEMBERS AT LARGE
P/C Alan Hart, AP
P/C John Karjala, P
P/Lt/C Cathleen Sheffield, AP
P/C Richard E. Unis, JN
P/C Francis Williamson, AP

540-898-6002
703-818-8676
703-370-4331
703-777-8378
703-440-9074
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David has written two books on this topic and it showed in the detail of his presentation
One of my goals in retirement is to build a well detailed model railroad layout so I appreciated David’s talk.
As a member of BoatUS, I receive their publication and was looking through the October/November issue. There
are two items worth mentioning to members who receive this magazine. The first is in the Seaworthy Section,
where there are a few articles on preventing boat theft. The second item is an article on page 40 titled “Boater
Myths, Busted”. Take a look for some interesting information.
For our General Membership meeting on November 9th, I will provide the Program. I plan to give a presentation on
the History of Lighthouses on the Potomac River – Past and Present. At the September EXCOM meeting during a
discussion on future programs for meetings, P/C Jay Nelson, AP had reminded me of this Lighthouse presentation I
gave when he taught a squadron course on public speaking. I plan to update the presentation and share it with the
membership.
Looking past the November meeting, anticipation is building for our Holiday Party on Saturday, December 3rd at P.J.
Skidoos in Fairfax, VA. I am told that Santa and Mrs. Claus will be attending and taking into account whether you
have been a nice boater, or a naughty boater.
Enjoy the remainder of the boating season and please stay safe on the water.
CDR Frederick D. Zugay, JN

Join the “Voices of NVSPS”!
You can become a part of the 50th anniversary celebration by sharing your memories of NVSPS with us.
We are creating a squadron yearbook as a memento for everyone attending NVSPS’s 50th anniversary celebration
on May 7, 2017. In addition to squadron history, the yearbook will feature a section called “The Voices of NVSPS”
to show the richness of squadron life through the stories of our members. You are invited to write a letter to the
squadron telling what NVSPS has meant to you. It may describe an experience you had, a person you met, or
something you learned. It may show how membership in NVSPS has made a big or small difference in your life.
Your letter may be serious or funny, long or short.

We hope to make this yearbook meaningful by including as many personal stories as possible. If you submit a
story for the yearbook, you will receive a copy even if you are unable to attend the celebration.
Please send your stories to Jean Durgin by email (rjdurgin@aol.com) or post (308 George St. SW, Vienna VA
22180) by January 1, 2017.
The 50th anniversary yearbook will be a companion to the yearbook that was prepared for the 40th anniversary,
Celebrating the Journey 1967-2007, which can still be downloaded from our website, nvsps.org.
50th Anniversary Celebration Committee

NVSPS Ship’s Store is now Online
The NVSPS Ship’s Store has converted to an online format for both apparel and nametags! All members can now
order directly from the same vendors who have provided NVSPS merchandise in the past and have the merchandise
shipped to their homes. Apparel and hats with our embroidered logo come from Queensboro Shirt Company in
Wilmington, NC. Our nametags with burgee come from Kay Cee Engraving in Mineral VA. To order from either
company, go to nvsps.org/ships store and click on the link or use the URL’s listed below.
For apparel and hats from Queensboro Shirt Company:
We have a Queensboro Online Store under the name of Northern Virginia Sail & Power Squadron. Open your
browser. Type in our URL: http://nvsps.qbstores.com
On the Welcome Page you will see our logo at the top left of the page. At the top right of the page you will see
Register/Sign in. For your first purchase you will register your email address; thereafter, you will sign in using your
email address.
Scroll down the page to view the shirts, jackets, hats, tote bags, etc. with the NVSPS logo shown embroidered on
each. For a close-up of the logo, hold your cursor over the item. Click on the item to see details about
construction, fabric, sizes, colors, etc.
To purchase the item, click on the image and choose size and color. Then click on Add to Cart. When you are
finished shopping, click Proceed to Checkout. Follow the instructions to enter your billing and shipping address and
method of payment. You should receive your order in two weeks or less.

For Nametags from Kay Cee Engraving:
Open your browser and type in: http://kayceetags.com.
Click on USPS Page. Click on Districts 1-14. Scroll down to District 5. Click on NVSPS’s nametag.
There are different styles in traditional and “branded.” There are three types of fasteners: pin, ribbon bar and
magnetic. Prices are shown for each.
Kay Cee Engraving does not accept credit cards. Complete an email order form online, print it and mail it with a
check to Kay Cee Engraving, 254 Hemlock Loop, Mineral VA 23117. Or call Len Kroll at 540-894-4340 or email
len@kayceetags.com. Allow about two weeks for delivery.
If you have any questions about the online Ship’s Store, email Dick & Jean Durgin at rjdurgin@aol.com.

Save the Date! Sunday, May 7, 2017

NVSPS 50th Anniversary Celebration
Noon to 4:00 p.m.
At The Springfield Golf & Country Club, Springfield, VA

Message from the Educational Officer
As a reminder, I mentioned the following facts in my last article from the “US Coast Guard 2015 Recreational Boating
Statistics” (http://www.uscgboating.org/library/accident-statistics/Recreational-Boating-Statistics-2015.pdf) report.
You can find these statistics and more in the report’s executive summary:
- Where cause of death was known, 76% of fatal boating accident victims drowned. Of those drowning victims with
reported life jacket usage, 85% were not wearing a life jacket.
- Where instruction was known, 71% of deaths occurred on boats where the operator did not receive boating safety
instruction. Only 15% percent of deaths occurred on vessels where the operator had received a nationally-approved
boating safety education certificate.

Important! New Scheduled Classes
Keeping these facts in mind the NVSPS will be presenting a Piloting (P) course starting Saturday November 19th. This
class is primarily for Sea Scout Ship 1942, but is open to NVSPS members and the general public.
The Piloting course will be held in five - four hour sessions from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM on Saturday mornings at
St. George’s Episcopal Church, 915 North Oakland St, Arlington, VA 22203
The tuition for the Piloting course is $80 for USPS Members and $105 for Non-Members; the tuition includes the
“Weekend Navigator” book. There is a take home final exam for the Piloting course.
An Advanced Piloting (AP) class is tentatively planned for February 2017 also at St. George’s
As members, Advanced Courses are a good review of your seamanship skills. Consider taking one of these updated
courses if you took your advanced courses several years ago. Please let me know as soon as possible if you are
planning on attending the Piloting course.

District 5 Fall Education Conference
The D/5 Fall Education Conference is being held in Cambridge, MD at the Hyatt Regency, Chesapeake Bay Resort on
November 17th through the 20th. As always, there is a wealth of information available on USPS educational topics.
On Friday, a CPR/First Aid class will be held from 0800-1700. Also on Friday, an instructor recertification class and a
seminar on Open CPN (the latest USPS Navigation tool) will be held along with many other topics of interest. Check
the D/5 website for the specific times and additional information.

Saturday Seminars
The NVSPS will continue to promote safe sailing and boating by presenting USPS seminars on the 2nd and 4th
Saturday’s of the month. The seminars are presented at the Alexandria West Marine Store at 601 South Patrick St,
Alexandria, VA from 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM. If you have an interest in teaching a seminar, please let me know. These
are the scheduled USPS seminars through the end of 2016, November 12th, being the last in the year.
Marine Radar

October 22, 2016

Knots, Bends and Hitches November 12, 2016
Fair Winds and Warm Breezes!
Lt/C Ed Phillips, AP
Education@nvsps.org

Message from the Secretary
Here it is Fall already. I want to thank everyone who came to the Day at the Creek 2. What a great day we had.
The weather was perfect. I wanted to say that because most of this year the weather was anything less than perfect most weekends. but the weather was good, the food great, and the companionship was awesome. No crab
pots to worry about and the insects were minimal. I cannot thank everyone enough for coming! Hope to see you
next year. Save the date Sept. 16, 2017. Maybe next year we will learn to crab! Then we can have a crabfest. We
shall give it a try. Stanley, our boat was down, so no boat rides. Stan had made a nice run the week before up to
the power lines on the Rappahannock River, and one engine died on the way back (no horns no bells nor whistles)
and once at the dock the other engine died. Is it bad gas? Or something more serious? Sad but true. We need to
call a mechanic.
Friday, Oct. 14, we are off to the Annapolis Powerboat Show and the next day, we will be going to the Oktoberfest, then a general meeting on Nov. 9, and Dec. 3 is the Christmas Party at P.J. Skidoos complete with a DJ. This
was so much fun last year. Great food, dancing, and a great group of USPS folk to mingle with. It could not have
been a better time! Sue Karjala has done a great job in preparing this spectacular!
I so enjoy NVSPS. If you have friends or family that you would like to bring along to any event, please do. They are
always welcome.
Lt/C Mary-Jane Hinkins
mjhinkins@msn.com

2016 Holiday Dinner and Dance
Our 2016 Holiday Dinner and Dance will be held again in the Banquet Room at P.J. Skidoos in Fairfax, Virginia on
Saturday December 3 from 6:00 to 11:00 p.m. I received such positive feedback from those who attended last
year that it was decided to reserve the banquet room again. There will be a social hour with cash bar and delicious appetizers starting at 6:00 p.m.
All house liquor drinks are $6, domestic beer is $4, imported Beer is $4.50, and house wine is $6 (exclusive of tax).
Sodas are $2.50 each. Following social hour, there will be a sit down dinner with four delicious entrée choices for
you to select from on the reservation form. Music will be provided for your entertainment and dancing for the
rest of the evening and the cash bar will remain open.
The details and reservation form are provided on the flyer in this newsletter. P.J. Skidoos address is 9908 Fairfax
Blvd, Fairfax, VA 22030. There is a private entrance to the Banquet Room located on the left side of the building.
Please use this entrance. The restaurant requests that you park on the side/or back of the restaurant or in the
Furniture Store Lot located on the right of the restaurant. Please mark this date on your calendar and bring your
family and friends for this special evening of Holiday Celebration. See the response form in this newsletter.
Sue Karjala, Event Chairman

Potomac River Tributary Highlight
The Occoquan River is a tributary of the Potomac River in Northern Virginia, where it serves as part of the boundary between Fairfax and Prince William counties in Virginia. The river is 24.7 miles long and its watershed covers
about 590 square miles. It is formed by the confluence of Broad Run and Cedar Run in Prince William County. It
has 3 dams along it’s length collecting water for Fairfax and Prince William counties and City of Manassas.
The three parks bordering the Occoquan River are Bull Run, Occoquan, and Fountainhead.
Source: http://occoquanwaterfront.com/category/occoquan-river/

Marinas on the Occoquan
Starting upriver:
Madigan’s Waterfront Marina
Prince William Marina
Hoffmaster’s Marina
Occoquan Harbor Marina
Captain John’s Beach Marina
Fairfax Yacht Club
Belmont Bay Marina

Destinations by Boat
Distance from Occoquan
Old Town Alexandria: 28 nm
National Harbor: 28 nm
Georgetown: 36 nm
Cobb Island: 41 nm
Colonial Beach: 42 nm

nm = nautical miles, Source: Occoquan Waterfront http://occoquanwaterfront.com

Holiday Greetings Reminder
There’s still a little time for you to post a 3-line personalized holiday greeting to squadron members in the December issue of of Tars & Terns. Email your message to P/C Dick Durgin (rjdurgin@aol.com) by 10 November 2016 so
he can meet the newsletter deadline. He will be glad to receive a tax deductible contribution of any amount to the
NVSPS Flower Power Fund by mail later.
It’s a great way to stay in touch with squadron friends, both near and far. Happy holidays!
P/C Dick Durgin, Chairman, Flower Power Fund, 308 George St. SW, Vienna, VA 22180, For more information, see
October 2016 newsletter

Presentation: Potomac River Lighthouses Past and Present
November 9 at General Membership Meeting
Commander Frederick D. Zugay, JN who boats on the Potomac River will share his fascination for our Potomac
River lighthouses. He’ll discuss the background of the 3 lighthouses currently on the river and 8 former lighthouses that no longer exist. He was always interested on what lighthouses were on the platforms that today
just contain an automated beacon. Join us at 1900 for social reception followed by our meeting and presentation.

True App – iness!
There are always new applications (“apps”) for your smartphone or tablet. These apps in the chart have gained popularity with the boating committee. Many apps are free, others can be purchased from the Apple or Google App store. Go
to the store and search for the application. Check back often as many new apps appear in the stores frequently. Happy
Boating!
Lt/C Sean Gallagher, JN
App Name

Description

Boaters Checklist GPS

Never again forget the most important items you need to have a great
day on the water! This app is great not only for being prepared, but for
documenting the exact location of that lucky fishing spot, or shallow sand
bar.
Boat Load puts the most important boating information in the palm of
your hand and it’s always ready when you need it. Boat Load streamlines
everything you need to ensure safe and enjoyable seafaring. You’re the
captain—now, meet the perfect first mate.
Boat Ramps from TakeMeFishing.org is an exciting new app that lets you
quickly locate and get directions to more than 35,000 boat ramps
throughout the U.S.
Hundreds of pages of boating information on your iPhone, iPod Touch or
iPad! The Boater’s Pocket Reference caters to all levels of boating expertise with a wide variety of content including 457 illustrations, 94 photographs and a myriad of charts and graphs.
Boating Suite is designed to help you manage all aspects of your boating
life—log your trips plus track your fuel, maintenance and expenses. It will
even help you remember stuff with its handy To-Do and Shopping Lists!
Need to know what the marine forecast is before you go boating or during your boating trip? The Boating Weather App for iPhone and iPod
Touch is the answer. This intuitive app will show you the wind speed, surf
and wave height for your coastal zone in the United States. Marine
weather data is provided by the National Weather Service (NOAA).
BoatUS displays GPS coordinates at all times, weather and tide forecasts,
instant call button for towing and other services, share your location
button.
Charts&Tides is the first full resolution, seamless charting iPad app for
marine navigation with full compatibility for the iPhone
This professional tool called Clinometer is the most precise (all you can
get with some calculations) slope measurement tool for the iPhone/IPod
Touch. It can be used for simple applications like aligning a frame as well
as for more sophisticated fields of applications where an arbitrary slope
needs to be measured exactly.
Cast the line with a just a flick of your wrist. With a skillful combination of
bait, location, and technique you'll hook a fish -- now you just need to
reel it in! Reel carefully to avoid snapping the line and losing your fish.
Larger fish are strong, and won't be hauled in easily!
Inshore, offshore, or near shore, the Float Plan app is an easy add-on to
your safety gear. The Float Plan app takes a traditional, extremely useful
concept, into quick and easy steps. By providing the pedigree info of your
boating adventure to your loved ones, the Float Plan app will give them
more peace of mind and also help rescuers obtain your party's location if
an unsightly event occurs.

Boat Load

Boat Ramps

Boaters Pocket Reference

Boating Suite–Log Book

Boating Weather

BoatUS

Charts&Tides (East Coast)
Clinometer – level and slope
finder

Flick Fishing

Float Plan
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Friend Mapper

Friend Mapper will change the way you connect with your friends!
Friend Mapper displays your position plus up to 23 friends' positions SIMULTANEOUSLY! LIVE! That's up to 24 people on the map at the same
time!

iFish USA - The App for Fishing
in America

Now you can easily access detailed information on over 120,000 Lakes,
Ponds & Reservoirs throughout America. Get real-time Lake Reports,
Weather Conditions and Best Fishing Times. Review and mark your favorite HotSpots, Record your Catches, store license information and learn
tips, tricks and techniques. The all-in-one App for Anglers!
The International Game Fish Association, the world’s foremost global authority on record-breaking fishing, brings you the App anglers have been
asking for. Search IGFA angling World Records, plan your trips, identify
your catch with our Species ID section, log your catches, find the nearest
IGFA Weigh Station, track your Slam Club progress and more all from this
must-have App
iKnots makes learning the most important boating and climbing knots
simple and easy. Clear animations and explanations make sure you remember how and which knot to use.
iNavX™ brings the freely available, official and up to date NOAA RNC raster United States waters marine charts to your iPhone, iPod touch and
iPad. Included detailed chart coverage: West Coast, Gulf Coast, East
Coast, Great Lakes, Alaska, Hawaii, and US Virgin Islands

IGFA Mobile

iKnots

iNavX Marine Navigation

Lake Michigan Marine Fuel
Prices
Nautical Terms
NOAA Buoy Data Reader

SailingApp

SailSim
Sea Tow

Ship Finder HD

Speed

Want to save money on fuel for your boat this season? With Seafaring
Solution's "Lake Michigan Fuel Marine Fuel Prices", you can do just that.
Avast, Matey! The perfect pocket reference for all things nautical! A Sailing, boating and marine glossary of terms right at your finger tips.
NOAA Buoy Data Reader allows you to retrieve weather data from NOAA's National Data Buoy Center. It also provides tide predictions for the
US.
SailingApp is like no other Sailing tool on your iPhone or iPad. You pay for
it one time for one or both devices. Valuable information for all skill levels
with new and informative reference material and tools every week! Everything is edited by a USCG Captain. All you have to decide is “Where Will
it Take You...”
SailSim is dinghy/yacht sail simulator that can be used as a learning and
teaching aid for sailing.
Help Never Looked Like This Before. Contact Sea Tow for On-water Assistance, PLUS access Tides, Weather Forecasts and Radar, GPS, Course Over
Ground, Speed over Ground, Compass and Sea Tow locations – all with
Day/Night Mode and all from a single App.
Ship Finder HD provides near real time “virtual radar” AIS maps. It’s easy
to use and is an amazing app for anyone interested in shipping, cruising
and sailing in ports and locations across the world.
Speed is a drop-dead simple speedometer for iPhone that uses the location data from the GPS to provide a near-accurate representation of how
fast you're actually traveling.
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Perfect Oktoberfest Weather Order Fulfilled
Members and guests, including our recovering Administrative Officer, Lt/C Kim-Kwok Chu, S and
his wife Ying, enjoyed a lovely afternoon at Oktoberfest on 15 October 2016 at Fairfax Yacht Club. Vessel
Examiners Lt/C David Hinkins, S and P/C Gale Alls, SN were on hand to give Vessel Safety Checks to anyone who
wanted one. The weather was perfect so unless you were on board a boat somewhere else, you missed a good
time with good friends and good food, of which there were plenty. CDR Fred Zugay, JN kept the business meeting
mercifully brief, so a good time was had by all.
P/C Alan Hart, AP

Best Wishes to our
November and December Birthday Members!
November Birthdays
Tabb Schaeffer, AP
Robert Manning, AP
Guy Arror, P
Sean Taylor, P
P/C Jere Dando, AP
Brian Ray, P
Lt/C Mary-Jane Hinkins
James Moody
D/Lt Dwight Bues,AP

Apps: Continued from page 9
Swell Advantage

Tide Graph

Vessel Safety Check

WindGuru

December Birthdays
P/Lt/C Manette Lazear, AP
Michael Cordes
John VonSenden, AP
Denise Dubio
Paul Vangellow, P
Charles Hurley, JP
Michelle Reilly, P
P/Lt/C Cathy Sheffield, P
Evelyn Alls, P
Robert James Wingerg

Swell Advantage is all about fun, simple and social boating! We allow you
to see your family and friends out on the water, including their heading
and speed. Custom notifications when family and friends get on the water. Sharing is never active on land. With a glance, the intuitive Navigation
Ring allows you to see your speed, heading, course due to drift, and distance to any location.
Tide Graph uses the harmonic predictions from thousands of US coastal
stations and presents them in a fun and interactive graph. You also get an
intuitive graph that shows sunrise, sunset, moonrise, moonset, and moon
phase at a glance. Save recent locations, find locations using GPS location,
and save graphs for later.
The application will walk you through the features you have on your boat
as well as your boating locations and provide you with the required items
for your specific vessel. The application is based on the current requirements required by “Federal Safety Requirements for Recreational Boaters” as well as the Vessel Safety Check criteria used by the United Sates
Coast Guard Auxiliary and the United States Power Squadron.
WindGuru has finally arrived on the iPhone!
For all you Salty Dogs and Surf Dudes, probably the best weather site is
now available from your iPhone. Wind, wave and weather data can be
accessed for almost 3000 spots around the world, from wherever you are
in the world.
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D/Lt W. Lazear, AP
2014 Lakebreeze Way
Reston, VA 20191-4020
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