Newsletter of the Northern Virginia Sail & Powesquadror November, 2007
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3 08 Dec 200NV SPS will celebrate the holidays with a banquet, 5
&xz dancing and a possible visit by a jolly fellow imel suit. gxz
25 Reservations are required prior to 21 Nov, as ssaltmited. %
QXb An invitation and response card are included is ¢fi&T. This %

event will be held in Fairfax City at the Americbagion, Post
B #177. The evening starts at 1830 with a Socialok@ils and B,
éXb cash bar, followed at 1915 by a delicious prime ritouth- éXb

watering baked chicken dinner and all the fixinlgsg with

< dessert. Partiers will enjoy music by DJs Kevin Malanie. R
% After dinner exercise by dancing to your favoritegs. All the be
B great food, camaraderie and fun are yours for $%prson. 2z
gxz Questions: call P/C John Shivik at 703-273-3351. %
o From DC or the 1-495 Beltway: I-66 West. Exit 57A,= Rte 50 East. At o
gxz junction of Rtes 50 and 29, straight through ont®e 236. 4 blocks then left gxz

on Oak Street, 2 blocks to 3939 Oak Street.
B B

gxb From Rte 123 North or South Proceed to Fairfax City and take Route 236 QXb
West, 3 blocks, right on Oak Street, 2 blocks t886n the right.
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Clara and | attended the Krogen rendezvous sewsaks ago. Besides be-
ing a great event, it was memorable in another wégamwork and getting
involved. There were over 60 Krogen boats at timeleavous in Solomons
MD, and P/C Al and Elaine Sheetz had volunteereddovessel Safety
Checks (VSCs) for the group. With it being relalyvéate in the season
there was no reason to expect more than just afllanidboats needing a
VSC - well, there were close to 40, a daunting faskwo folks to share
alone. Clara made a call to Cdr Jay Nelson, whied¢dhe Pax River Com-
mander and within 1 hour, | had a call from the Raxer folks volunteer-
ing to show up with 5 examiners. What a great respbWith that kind of
teamwork all the Krogen owners were accommodatédtamade my heart
feel good to see the folks getting involved andumbéering. As a matter of
record our VSC examiners have completed 58 VSGsydar (not counting
the Krogen event, yet).

| report to work in Annapolis on 10 Nov and will sgithe NVSPS and all
the great folks | have met. Keep getting involved &eep volunteering --
that's the only way to keep the squadron viable.

Thanks, Bill

14 November @ 190Gamuel Barr, an NVSPS member, will speak at our
November meeting about the Titanic. Sam gave t@sgntation 4 - 5 years
ago and it was very well received. The program wiithes runs about forty

five minutes. This is a very entertaining and infative presentatiarSee
you there!

6 I"# S #% & $ "% (
It's easy to send holiday greetings in the Decenabérars & Terngto all
L your Northern Virginia Sail and Power Squadron rfde with a tax-
deductible donation to NVSPS Flower Power Fund.

0 Just mail your check payable to NVSPS Flower Porerd no later than
10 Nov 2007 to P/C Dick Durgin, Please include your Zlimessage
(example: “Best wishes for a great holiday and lyapgw year from John
& Jane Doe.”)

Do it today!
P/C Dick Durgin, JN, Chair, Flower Power Fund
703 560-9106ridurgin@aol.com
60 308 George St. SW, Vienna, VA 22180
m
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LUC John Shivik, AP

The International Pot luck at Fairfax Yacht Club Hh October was an enjoyable time with picture gutriveather. Only

challenge was significant traffic due to a fatatident that occurred at Route 123 and I-95 Intergha But that didn’t

dissuade those members who ventured forth to ¢hpynany culinary presentations. The deliciouséastand scrumptious
desserts really displayed the superb “Chef” ab#itof our members! | understand that one membergubp button after the
meal. Several of us may have come close to that!

A special thanks is extended to P/C Ed and P/D/atthva Jane Dodd for arranging use of the Fairfach¥ &lub Clubhouse.
A great debt of gratitude to all those who helpathwet-up and clean-up including Gale and Evelyis,ADick and Jean
Durgin, Dave McNerney, John and Sue Karjala, CgrNelson and Chris Vasco, Jere and Nancy Danddhkagid Kathie
Clark, Pete and Judy Soballe, Russ and Ruth Gfdsso prize tickets) and the list goes on! Thanksrgonefor pitching in
and making our time together an outstanding event!

It is hard to believe that the holiday season isrups. Robie and | wish you and yours a very Happgnksgiving! The
Annual Squadron Holiday Dinner and Dance is nejinie for Saturday, 8 Dec 07. Look forward to sgeyou there!

Weatherwise — If we don’t have some rain soon, vmeed to have wheels installed on our boats. Keepather-eye on the
changes that are coming. Also, watch out for tlopssty northwesterly winds after a cold front pagbesarea and high
pressure builds.

Happy pot-luckers load up at Fairfax Yacht Club

Cdr Jay Nelson & Chris Vasco arrived with the
“Commander’s locker” to save the day



Education Officer Lt/C Rick Baker, AP
703 318-5899rickbaker2006@verizon.net

How do | get my message acrossi¥ewsletter articles
and emails don't appear to be reaching you. We have
about 50 new members since last year's round of
advanced courses, but registration ggamanshipand
Piloting has been, well, lackluster.

What is the problem? Time of day, the day of the week,
the hours in class, the instructors, the matetfia,slides,
your lack of understanding about the value of our cajrse
media for reaching you, course locations, my atétjust
what? At least do me the courtesy of e-mailing nigy w
you aren'’t registering foSeamanshimr Piloting if you
haven't taken them yet . Give me your feedback.

Seamanshipand Piloting are the first member courses

in the USPSSeamanshigets you on the water to prac-
tice better boat handing, anchoring, planning, eeet-
tions to adverse conditionBiloting and Advanced Pilot-
ing in the fall and winter, respectively, take you tie
next levels of navigation so you can cross the @beake

or take an offshore voyage confidently, using yolart,
compass, and electronic navigation equipment. Tdwe n
Piloting slides are exceptional! | now term this “the best,
first-course in navigation” that I've seen in 25ayg—it's
more than a “how-to”, because we now explain inagre
detail how the “system” works together to help yaan
and execute safe navigation and piloting—now “THE
Foundation Course in Navigation.”

Please register on time so | can order the right maber

of books. A few seats and books are still openPioting
starting 3 Nov. For all NVSPS courses and semirfars;

ily members and significant others may share bdoks
big discount, and at least 10 registered, in-gsticipa-
ting members are required to make any offering d GO
Register with me atickbaker2006 @verizon.net

PILOTING (P) (6 sessions, Saturdays)

Start: 3 Nov 07, 1200-1600 End: 15 Dec 07

Location: St. George’s Episcopal Church, 915 N |&vadk
St Room 114, Arlington VA 22203

Instructor: Lt Tom Ballew, AP

Cost: $95A few seats are still open, so email me now!

SEAMANSHIP (S) (4 sessions, Saturdays)

conditions, and review the rules of the road. Thihe
updated Seamanship Course new in 2007!

Start: 12 Jan 08, 0800 - 1200 End: 9 Feb 08
Location: St. George’s Episcopal Church, 915 N |&xadk

Learn seamanship, boat handling, reaction to advers |

St Room 114, Arlington VA 22203
Instructor: Bob Manning, P.
Cost: $80.Register by:1 Dec 07

INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT (ID) (10 sessions,
Mondays). Earn both USPS Instructor and VirgiradeS
Boating Instructor Certificates.

Start: 7 Jan 08 @1900 End: 17 Mar 08

Location: TBD, Fairfax.

Instructor: CDR Jay Nelson, AP.

Cost: Free.Register by:1 December 2007

CRUISE PLANNING (CP) (5 sessions, Saturdays)
Designed for members who plan to cruise for jusagor
for a year.

Start Date: 12 Jan 08 1200 — 1600 End: 9 Feb 08
Location: St. George’s Episcopal Church, 915 N |&xdk
St Room 114, Arlington VA 22203

Instructors Lt/C Bill Blanding, AP, and Lt/C Clara
Blanding, AP

Cost: $65.Register by:1 December 2007

Editor, his brother, and friends
Abe & Tom
Vicksburg MS, 9/07



As a rule, gathering clouds indicate an approachktogm.
#)) $ Certain formations are sure indicators. A cloudligi
that's getting lower and lower is caused by an agpr
ching warm front. More importantly, puffy cumulus

Before | get into this month's topic, a bit of fml-up clouds that grow vertically and especially witht flanvil”

from last month’s article. I've had several reqaefir tops indicate an imminent thunderstorm. There aaeym
recommendations on the best surge suppressor tdobuy charts available to aid in recognizing cloud foriomas,
protect boats from lightening. The problem is tttegre but you might want to look at the laminated one at
are so many power service configurations and dogkep www.cloudchart.com
boxes it's impossible to recommend a single praduct Meteorologists say that low-pressure systems haead:
suggest that you first determine your AC power dadk ency to generate strong, dangerous storms. Extycmel
box configurations (e.g., 120 volt split 30/50 asgwvice) pressure systems are almost always accompanietbby v
and then search the internet and/or consult anrigian lent weather. So when the atmospheric pressurebegi
for the best solution. Sorry | can’t be more help. rapidly drop, it’s time to get off the water. Singeu can't
feel or see barometric pressure, you need to have a
We've all been on the water when a thunderstornmsee barometer onboard.

to appear from nowhere. Actually there were propabl
several indications that the storm was approaching, least have a weather radio and check it every 4Nost

f?W of us seem to "”OV_V how to r_ead the weather. By VHF marine radios sold in the past 20 yrs have herat
simply observing the wind, watching the clouds, and  fequencies. A good one can be bought for about §25

monitoring barometric pressure, you can avoid heavy it's a portable, be sure to check the batterie$ gaar as
weather that will ruin your weekend. part of spring commissioning.

First of all, most of the weather in our area @nfrwest to And consider taking the USPS weather course. Ydll
east, so watch the western skies. Watch for a sudde amazed at how much you can learn about weather!
change in wind direction or temperature, these coul

indicate that a cold front is approaching and @'good

time to head to the marina. Cold fronts cause $sjaald Cdr G. Jay Nelson, AP
thunderstorms. Initially, due to low pressure a ftont, gjaynelson@aol.com
the wind blows towards the approaching storm. As it

passes, the wind subsides, shifts®1&ad, of course, gets

colder. Look for the storm and head for port.

If you're not going to watch the weather, you slibat

NVSPS Calendar
November 2007

2-4 D/5 Fall Education Conference. Se#lark 5 Newsletter SeeMark 5
Fri-Sun
3 Piloting Course (P) Rick Baker
Saturdays Location: St. George’s Episcopal Church Instructanm Ballew rickbaker2006@verizon.net
1200-1600 $95, 6 sessions 703-318-5899
14 All Hands’ Meeting at Boat US Clara Blanding
Wednesday Refreshments: Evelyn and Gale Alls claralee@comcast.net
1199300(?Mse%(t:ilr?:; Guest SpeakeBamuel Barr
28 Excom Meeting Jay Nelson
Wed 1900 GMU Conference Room, Fairfax gjaynelson@aol.com
December 2007
1 Alexandria Holiday Lighted Boat Parade Keith Segerson
Saturday Join us aboard P/C Keith Segerson’s boat and itighted parade on the segerson@gmu.edu
Potomac. Come early to decorate his boat! Warmitgattire
8 Squadron Holiday Party and Buffet Dinner
Saturday Location: American Legion, Fairfax John Shivik
Join your fellow squadron members in welcominghia holidays. jshivik@cox.net

No All Hands’ nor Excom meeting scheduled for Deceber - winter break

WEAR YOUR NVSPS NAME TAG TO ALL EVENTS AND CLASSROO M SESSIONS




January 2008

1930:Meeting

Presentations by Committee and Event Chairman essdor member
involvement and patrticipation. Heavier than useflashments at this specig
meeting. Refreshments: Bill and Clara Blanding

7 Instructor Development Course Rick Baker
Mondays Location: TBD, Falls Church. Instructor: Cdr Neiso rickbaker2006@verizon.net
1900 Register by 01 Dec 703-318-5899
10 Sessions. Free.
9 All Hands’ Meeting at Boat US
Wednesday Bridge nominations for 2007-08 announced Clara Blanding
1900: Social Member/New Member Mixer claralee@comcast.net

12 Seamanship Course (S) Rick Baker
Saturdays Location: St. George’s Episcopal Church InstrudBnb Manning rickbaker2006 @verizon.net
0800-1200 Register by 01 Dec 703-318-5899

4 Sessions. $80.

12 Cruise Planning Course Rick Baker
Saturdays | Location: St George’s Episcopal Church InstrucBill:and Clara Blanding, AR rickbaker2006@verizon.net
1200-1600 . Register by 01 Dec 703-318-5899

5 Sessions. $65.

23 Excom Meeting and Planning Meeting Jay Nelson

Wed 1830 GMU Conference Room, Fairfax gjaynelson@aol.com
February 2008
13 . .
Wednesday Al Hagd? Mrt-]:etmg gtTI?Bogt US Clara Blanding
1900: Social . - k? res énents.c for Sweetheart claralee@comcast.net
1930:Meeting Meeting Topic:Skipper Saver Course for Sweethearts
19-23 : Details in
USPS Annual Meeting :
Wed-Sun Dallas, TX theEnsign
28 Advanced Piloting Course (AP) Rick Baker
Thursdays Location: TBD. Instructor: TBORegister by 15 Jan rickbaker2006 @verizon.net
1900 12 Sessions. $95. 703-318-5899
March 2008
Wedj}lzesday _ All Hands_:’ Meeting_ at Boat US Clara Blanding
-~ Annual Membership and Elections meeting, All Mensb&hould plan to attend.
1900: Social Refreshments: TBD claralee@comcast.net
1930:Meeting Meeting Topic: Guest Speaker: TBD
13 On-Board Weather Forecasting Rick Baker
Thursday Location: TBD,FairfaxInstructor:Lt/C John Shivik, ARRegister by 01 Feb rickbaker2006@verizon.net
1900-2130 $45, One session 703-318-5899

15 NVSPS Founder’'s Day and Change of Watch Event John Shivik
Saturday Location: American Legion, Fairfax jshivik@cox.net

26 Excom Meeting Jay Nelson
Wed 1830 GMU Conference Room, Fairfax gjaynelson@aol.com

WEAR YOUR NVSPS NAME TAG TO ALL EVENTS AND CLASSROO M SESSIONS
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Please Join us at the
Northern Virginia Sail and Power Squadron’s

When: ($ %) *

Where: + -

3939 Oak Street, Fairfax, VA 22030 (Located in Fair fax City)
(Directions: NVSPS WEBSITE; of Tars & Terns)

Soda / setups: $1.00 per alcoholic / non-alcoholic; Beer: $2.00 per beer; Wine: $2.00 per glass

Delicious prime pib / baked chicken, salad, corn, green beans, scalloped potatoes, rolls, dessert

Music by DJs Kevin & Melanie; Santa and Mrs. Santa  — FUN!

$25.00 per person for an evening of Holiday celebra  tion
Bring your friends and relatives — all are invited!

Note: Limited space - sign up early !

cut here mmmmmmmneee
I"# $% & '

Name:
Phone number:
Name Spouse / Guests:

YES! 1 will attend the Holiday Dinner Dance on 8 December 2007

$IKAIGIILILAILAIG

# persons X $25.00 each = $ Tota |

21 November 2007 to :
P/C John Shivik, 10815 Colton Street, Fairfax, VA 22032.

Please make your check payable to NVSPS and mail it with this form prior to %

Questions? Call 703-273-3351.

$3¢ e
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